
Mindset 
Our Trait of the Month for October is ‘Mindset’. People tend to hold one of 
two different beliefs about intelligence: 1) Children with a growth mindset 
believe that intelligence can be developed. These students see school as a 
place to develop their abilities and think of challenges as opportunities to 
grow, and 2) Children with a fixed mindset believe that intelligence is fixed 
at birth and doesn’t change or changes very little with practice. These 
students see school as a place where their abilities are evaluated, they focus 
on looking smart over learning, and they interpret mistakes are a sign that 
they lack talent. 
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A BIG thank you to 
the families who 
have placed a 
Scholastic Book 
Clubs order so far 
this year! When you 
order from 
Scholastic Book 
Clubs, you are also 
supporting our class 
with FREE Books! 
Just look at all of 
the free books that 
will be joining our 
classroom library as 
a result of your 
support.  

Our next order is 
due October 16. 
Remember to check 
out ordering online 
for simplicity as well 
as many more titles 
from which to 
choose.

Our class is in need of 
baggies (gallon, quart, 
and sandwich). If you 

happen to think of us as 
you’re out shopping, 
we would appreciate 

any donation. 

Please remember the 
temperatures are 

changing. Students 
must wear a jacket if 
the temperature is 

below 60. Thank you for 
your support.

Please remember that any 
money sent to school 
should be sealed in an 
envelope or 

baggie labeled 
clearly with the 
student’s name, 
teacher’s name, 
and brief note of 

what’s inside. We don’t 
want lunch money to go 

missing!

MRS. SCHIFF OCTOBER 14, 2019

Puma Pride 



Curriculum Updates 
This week we will be discussing comparing and 
contrasting as we read our weekly story, I 
Wanna Iguana. We will also practice visualizing 
(picturing the characters, setting, and the 
events of the story as you read) as we read for 
comprehension. These are both skills that can 
be practiced regularly at home - compare and 
contrast one food item to another, yesterday’s 
weather to today’s, your favorite movie with 
your child’s. Visualize the events of a chapter 
book as you spend time reading together. 

Our vocabulary words include adorable, 
compassionate, exactly, iguana, mature, mention, 
and trophies. Our vocabulary skill will focus on 
using context clues to define and understand 
unfamiliar words and in grammar we will 
discuss singular and plural nouns. A new 
spelling list will come home on Monday 
focusing on words with the ending -le. 75% of 
the time, this sound at the end of a word is 
spelled with -le. Occasionally -el is used, but we 
will learn a song to help us know when this 
spelling applies.  

We will be wrapping up final drafts of our 
Narrative Writings, too. I am so proud, and I 
think the students are too, of how far they have 
come in this process! 

Coming Up Calendar 

- Monday, October 14 | PUMA Prowl Kickoff 

- Wednesday, October 16 | Scholastic Book 
Club order due (Class code W4K4F) 

- Wednesday, October 16 | End of First Grading 
Period 

- Thursday, October 17 | Mrs. Schiff will be 
attending a Professional Development 
meeting and will have a substitute teacher 

- Tuesday, October 22 and Wednesday, October 
23 | Parent/Teacher Conferences 

- Thursday, September 24 | Classroom Fall 
Celebration 

- Friday, October 25-Monday, October 28 | Fall 
Break, No School
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   FIXED VS GROWTH MINDSET 
Developing the right mindset early on is crucial for a 
successful, happy life. When kids learn that putting forth 
effort and using the right strategies can help them get better 
at things, they feel empowered, and try harder. When they 
know their brains are capable of growing, they are more 
confident, resilient, and are not afraid to fail!
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